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LOSING MEDICAID COVERAGE 

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, as this 
week and the week before have passed, 
I watched Members of Congress on both 
sides of the aisle debate the better 
parts of either the Affordable Care Act 
or its replacement, the American 
Health Care Act. 

For the people I represent, the people 
of the Northern Marianas and of the in-
sular areas, none of this matters to us. 
None of those mandates, none of those 
subsidies ever applied to us. The one 
thing that did apply to us was Med-
icaid—not expansion, not the regular 
program, but the block grant for Med-
icaid—which has now just been com-
pletely taken out of the bill before us. 

There are 14,000 participants on Med-
icaid in the Northern Marianas. Over 
10,000 are children and students. Come 
October 1, 2019, they will no longer 
have access to health care because they 
lose their Medicaid coverage. 

f 

I CANNOT TELL A LIE 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I am a 
proud member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Yet, at the same time, I 
am embarrassed that, in somewhat of a 
Felliniesque nature, we have followed 
down the rabbit’s hole. 

Our current President suggests that 
President Obama wiretapped Trump 
Tower. Our President has the FBI and 
the intelligence agencies at his beck 
and call. He can easily make a phone 
call and know whether or not it is true; 
but, instead, he asks Congress to make 
an investigation, and Congress agrees. 

This is absurd. It didn’t happen. In 
fact, his security adviser called the 
British to apologize for suggesting that 
the British were listening in at Trump 
Tower. 

Our Nation needs to be more like it 
was when George Washington was 
President. He was known to have said: 
‘‘I cannot tell a lie.’’ 

We need to be straight with the 
American people. Microwaves cannot 
take pictures or surveil your house. 
The past President is an honorable 
man and committed no crime. He 
should not be accused of such. 

I hope this Fellini movie ends quick-
ly. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

MUSLIM BAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, happy 
St. Patrick’s Day. 

March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day—a day 
that, for so many, has become a reason 
for frivolity and joy and fun. Some 
think it is a day just for drinking, but 
St. Patrick is remembered not because 
he drank, not because of frivolity, but 
because he was a dedicated Christian 
committed to serving the Lord. I think 
it is good on St. Patrick’s Day to re-
member why he was a saint. 
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Now going 180 degrees from talking 
about saints, Mr. Speaker, I think it is 
worth discussing the decision made by 
a Federal judge in Hawaii, also in 
Maryland. We have judges who have be-
come dictators. We have judges who 
have ceased to abide by the Constitu-
tion. They have widely applied them-
selves as politicians, though they do 
not run for office. 

A true judge, a conscientious and 
ethical judge, would review a document 
such as the President’s executive order 
for what it is, what it says, what it 
does. Intent is not an issue. What does 
it do? 

The President of the United States, 
Donald J. Trump, was seeking and is 
seeking to protect Americans, but we 
have judges who are not interested in 
protecting Americans so much as they 
are patronizing and sucking up to the 
liberals in the country: those in the 
media, those in entertainment, those 
in their highbrow circles. They are not 
interested in following the Constitu-
tion or the law. 

We had a hearing in the Committee 
on the Judiciary on the Ninth Circuit 
this week. The Ninth Circuit appar-
ently is the most overturned circuit in 
the country. It has a massive number 
more cases filed in their circuit than 
any other circuit. In fact, I have now 
filed a bill that would divide the Ninth 
Circuit so that the Ninth Circuit would 
be comprised of California only, and 
then all the other States—Arizona, Ne-
vada, Utah, Wyoming I believe is in, 
Montana, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, 
Hawaii, and territories—I may have 
missed a State, but all of the other 
States and territories would be in a 
new 12th Circuit. The judges who are 
currently on the 12th Circuit Court in 
my bill—who are currently part of the 
Ninth Circuit would remain with the 
Ninth Circuit. We would have a new 
circuit, and the judges would be ap-
pointed by the current President. 

I know there are a lot of people in 
California who have great sympathy 
for that, have been begging for years to 
be carved out of the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals because their destruc-
tive, unconstitutional decisions are 
doing great harm to those who believe 
in the Constitution as written, not as 
some liberal judge thought it might 
should be as he tries or she tries to 
play up to friends at their get- 
togethers. They would be hailed as 
being so wise, but the truth is, as 
Scripture talks about, these are people 

who are wise in their own eyes, but 
they are doing great harm to the 
United States of America. 

When anyone in any kind of leader-
ship position loses their common sense, 
they are educated beyond common 
sense—they educate common sense 
completely out of some folks in the 
United States now—we have problems. 
And anytime people are educated and 
taught to believe that what instinc-
tively they knew or were taught was 
not the right thing to think, and those 
people become leaders in the country, 
that country speeds up in its travel 
down the road to the dustbin of his-
tory. 

No nation has ever lasted forever. No 
nation ever will in this world. It is not 
going to happen. So the question is, 
from its founding, how long does it go? 
It depends on how long the leaders of 
that nation can keep good sense within 
their consideration in making deci-
sions. That is not happening. Good 
sense is not being used by judges who 
have assumed powers they never had, 
were never given. 

Under the Constitution, the powers 
regarding refugees, immigration, those 
decisions are left to the President. 
Some judge may say, oh, you can’t con-
sider religion, but indeed any judge 
that so says is completely wrong. 
Thank God religion has been consid-
ered many times, as when Jews were 
being persecuted and killed, it was ap-
propriate to say that we want to wel-
come Jews out of those horrors as refu-
gees, bring them in. But this Nation is 
being put at risk by judges who are 
wise in their own eyes. 

Now, there is an article here about 
the Hawaii judge. It is in The Guard-
ian. It was written by Les Carpenter, 
Oliver Laughland, and Liz Barney. It 
was written apparently before the deci-
sion was made. 

‘‘U.S. district judge Derrick Watson 
is one of several judges hearing argu-
ments over the ban in the final hours 
before its implementation. He said on 
Wednesday afternoon after hearing oral 
arguments that he would issue a writ-
ten ruling before 6pm Hawaii time. Ha-
waii was the first state to challenge 
the second version of Trump’s travel 
ban, after the first was halted by court 
order. 

‘‘The state has argued that the ban is 
unconstitutional, and that it will suf-
fer damage to its local economy and to 
various educational and religious insti-
tutions. It also argued that some Ha-
waiians will be prevented from reunit-
ing with family members swept up in 
the ban.’’ 

That is heart rending, but the fact is 
none of those are a basis for reversing 
a Presidential executive order that 
Congress and the Constitution together 
gave the President to issue. 

We also find from comments that the 
courts didn’t look to the four corners 
of the document and look what the 
document says because many of us 
know that as long as the Constitution 
is the foundational bedrock for the 
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